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Dreams
B 1B - Eric Chua

| think back at a time before | got married and thought | would never get
married and have kids. | still remember those days where | would tell the
Lord that | am willing to stay single, but | do want a family and children. It
may sound strange because we usually hear that it is the girl who wants a
family, but | know that many guys want the same thing, too. | can’t tell you
the number of times | have heard from guys expressing the difficulty they
find in dating and in getting married. Sometimes | think that getting married
is an act of God —which itis. The one thing | want to share though is that |
felt in order for me to get married, | needed to first change and get ready. It
was the one thing that God kept on telling me that | needed to do. Obviously
we can’t be perfect but | needed to get to a point for that blessing. Getting
married was almost like reaching the Promised Land: there was preparation
involved. Just like the Israelites who traveled in the desert for forty years, |
too, had many things that | needed to learn first before reaching the
destination. Many of those things had to do with knowing more about
myself, and building a better personal relationship with God. Once | realized
| needed to get ready, | focused on growing and changing. | read many
books and took many classes. This included doing the “12 Steps for
Christians”, reading books on boundaries, going to EMI trainings and
attending seminars, etc.

Along the processes of changing and equipping myself, | realized that
getting ready also meant seeing and embracing the vision that God had
designed especially for me. Once | saw how things could be different for me,
| wanted to respond. Many times we make changes so that we are more like
others, but that is not enough. What | had been doing previously was
considering other people’s goals as that of my own, rather than asking what
God wanted specifically in my life. Someone else may have a great car, a job
or a girlfriend, but what the other person has does not always work for

me. Although sometimes we fall into the trap of comparing ourselves with
others because we all want to be successful and loved like they may be,
finding a vision in life should come from God. | am just like everyone else, |
want to prove myself or work for love and though there is an aspect of this is
my life, there will be problems with this. The things that we do in this life will

(to be continued...) (F#%140)
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never be good enough to fulfill our deepest needs, and the things we
accomplish were never meant to satisfy everything. | realized what really
made us special (and that is the reason why we want to change) wasn'’t
necessarily the big things that we do. Rather, we become better and special
when we acknowledge that God loves us and we accept that He has a plan
for each one of us. His vision for my life and how I respond to it are the
elements that make me unique. Itis in relation to God’s vision for us where
He draws us into a special relationship with Him that provides the direction
to where we need to be, and to change into the person we need to become.
The purpose of life then is realized when we center on doing what He has
called us to do.

Over time my dreams have changed, and | come to value different
goals. When God gave me a family, my dreams sometimes shifted to those
of helping my kids and my wife to finish their goals. But now | understand
that | had to get to a place where | see the vision that He has set only for
me. | have to do my part. | have a responsibility to make the vision come
true, even when it meant taking risks and facing pain. It is an on-going
process. The ultimate goal is being made more like Jesus. God used my job,
family/marriage, church, school — all of that to develop the character of
Christ. When | evangelize, my thoughts are not just centered on God’s work
of salvation but more on God’s work of making me more like Jesus. The
works and the attitude that | have builds my character so that | can be more
like Jesus. Itisn’t about piety or acting religious. Or like marriage, it fulfills
my needs but God used the process of getting married and being married to
become more like Jesus. | pray that each one of us would see the dreams
God has set forth and think about the process and not necessarily only the
goal.
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My Sharing on 01.02.11

| want to praise God for letting me get my CompTIA LIFETIME {A+, Network+,
Security+} computer certifications before the end of 2010.

| also want to praise HIM for letting me get my Cisco Certified Network
Associate certification. He also allowed me to renew it before it expired in
2009. | am certified until 06.20.12. | am sure that HE will allow me to renew it
by 06.20.12!

| have a GOOD job and my commute is excellent. | have my own office and
direct phone work number. My boss and management treat me VERY well.

| wouldn’t be where | am without my parents’ and my sister’'s MAJOR HELP.
Many others also have helped to but | don’t have the space to thank them.

| may NOT be FULLY independent or living on my own but | wouldn’t trade
where | am at for ANYTHING!

Best of all, I have learned to ‘eat spiritual meat’ even though it needs to be
cut up first. 1 am having daily consistent devotional quiet times (time just for
GOD). | am even memorizing/digesting scripture passages.

Even though I may NOT physically the paper bible, | read Moody Bible
Institute’s Today in the Word Devotionals emails, read Bible Gateways web
pages, listen to my iPod’s {Today in the Word podcasts and Moody Bible
Institute’s radio station}. | am going to install Logos bible software on my
PC. I want to put my gospel CDs onto my iPod so | can listen to them while
| am exercising or have some free time.

-- ShaneTeng
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